
Welcome to

Hollifield Station
3rd Grade

Back to School Night
2023-2024



Agenda
● Meet the Teachers

○ Homeroom teacher
○ 3rd grade teachers
○ Specialists and Related Arts

● A Week in 3rd Grade
○ Schedule
○ Related Arts

● Info from the County
● What Your Child Will Learn
● Building a Positive Environment

○ SEL/Morning Meeting
○ School Behavior 

Management

● Grading and Testing
○ Grading Scale
○ Behavior Grades
○ MAP/CoGAT/MCAP

● Extracurriculars
● Questions and Answers



Meet the Teachers



The 3rd Grade Team

● Mandy Regan: 
Teacher/Team Leader

● Shannon Cunningham: 
Teacher

● Yoselin Espinal: Teacher
● Tara Kolick: Teacher
● Upneet Kaur: Paraeducator



Other Staff



Other Staff



Other Staff



Other Staff
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A Week in 3rd 
Grade





Related Arts

This year, Related Arts will be on a 
ROTATING schedule. The classes 
they take will be change on a 
weekly basis based on the day’s 
color and the color code of their 
related arts class. 

HELPFUL HINT: You can check the 
Grade 3 Canvas page to download a 
PDF of the colored days for this 
school year!

Sample Calendar from Canvas:



Information From Our 
School and County



Howard County Student Code of Conduct

All students in HCPSS schools are 
expected to know and abide by 
the student code of conduct. 

This is put into place by the 
county to make sure that 
everyone has a safe and 
respectful learning environment.

If students do not follow the 
HCPSS Student Code of Conduct, 
measures  will be taken such as: a 
phone call/email home, 
conference with parents and/or 
student,  or an Office Incident 
Report.



ATTENDANCE IS CRITICAL

HCPSS CHRONIC ABSENTEEISM

10.8% 10.8% 10.9%
6.9%

20.8%

Building a Culture of Showing Up

THE DATA IS CLEAR!

Student attendance has a 

direct correlation to academic 

achievement and future 

success.

Please have your child in school 

every day they are able.



When to Stay Home

Your child MUST stay home if….
❏ They have had a fever of 100* or higher within the last 24 hours. 
❏ They have vomited within the last 24 hours. 
❏ They have had diarrhea within the last 24 hours.

If your child is absent….
❏ Please email your child’s teacher and HSESabsence@hcpss.org
❏ If your child is absent, they will have time to make up assignments 

(for every day absent, there is a day to make up). 





 



 



 



 



 



What Your Child Will 
Learn



Into Reading

● Into Reading is a comprehensive literacy core program that was designed 
around the Science of Reading

● Students are provided with opportunities for direct instruction and guided 
practice in the areas of:

○ foundational skills (phonemic awareness and phonics)

○ fluency

○ vocabulary

○ Comprehension

● If you want to know more, please reach out to your child’s teacher.



Being A Writer

To help students develop strong 
writing skills and communicate their 
ideas effectively.

To provide opportunities for 
students to work together and to 
develop socially and ethically.

Dual Goals of the Program

Unit 1:
The Writing Community

Unit 2:
The Writing Process

Unit 3:
Personal Narrative

Unit 4:
Fiction

Unit 5:
Expository Nonfiction

Unit 6:
Functional Writing

Unit 7:
Opinion Writing

Unit 8:
Poetry

Unit 9:
Revisiting the Writing Community



Math Expectations
● Standards-based instruction centered on big ideas in grade 3 including

○ Multi-digit addition and subtraction

○ Multiplication and division

○ Fractions

○ Problem solving

○ Math Facts- there is an expectation students are fluent in their facts by the end of 

3rd grade

● We want students to:
○ Communicate about their thinking and share reasoning both orally and in writing
○ Choose an efficient strategy and apply it to a problem
○ Be flexible with strategies
○ Apply knowledge to determine reasonableness of solution.



Content Expectations
Science

● Four units of instruction:

○ Q1 - Life Cycles and Traits

○ Q2 - Weather and Climate

○ Q3 - Forces and Interactions

○ Q4 - Plant and Animal 

Survival

● For HCPSS Science information, 

visit: 

https://www.hcpss.org/academics/

elementary-science/

● For more information about the 

Next Generation Science Standards, 

visit: 

https://www.nextgenscience.org/p

arentguide

Social Studies
● Four units of instruction:

Q1 - How has the past influenced 

the present?

Q2-How can I improve my 

community?

Q3- How can students help solve 

problems in their community?

Q4- Why does location matter?

● We want students to focus on:

○ Learning social studies skills 

and content

○ Becoming informed 

community members

○ Provide meaningful, 

engaging, and challenging 

problems

Health
● Four units of instruction:

○ Q1 - Social & Emotional 

Health

○ Q2 - Violence Prevention

○ Q3 - Injury Prevention

○ Q4 - Personal Health and 

Disease Prevention

● For more information about the 

HCPSS Health Curriculum, visit: 

https://www.hcpss.org/academi

cs/health-education/

https://www.hcpss.org/academics/elementary-science/
https://www.hcpss.org/academics/elementary-science/
https://www.nextgenscience.org/parentguides
https://www.nextgenscience.org/parentguides
https://www.hcpss.org/academics/health-education/
https://www.hcpss.org/academics/health-education/


Grade 3 Family and Community Resources

https://hcpss.instructure.com/courses/34429

https://hcpss.instructure.com/courses/34429


Building a Positive 
Environment



Caring School Community

The Caring Community 
Curriculum is a county initiative 
to help build relationships 
between peers and staff 
members. The goal is for 
students to feel comfortable and 
safe in the classroom so they are 
more available for learning. The 
skills we teach in the classroom 
will allow them to apply them to 
the larger community. 



School Behavior Management

● PBIS School - Focus on catching students 
following 3 Rs- Respectful, Responsible and 
Ready

● Tickets - Individual Recognition
● Whole Class Rewards
● Positive Office Referral
● Prize Cart
● Raffle  Cart
● Class Prize Menu
● We believe in the power of a collaborative 

relationship between home and school!



Homework, Grading, 
and Testing



Home School Connection

These are weekly homeworks for 
you and your child to do 
together! It gives you an 
opportunity to talk about what 
our behavior focus is in the 
classroom and see how you can 
apply them at home. They will be 
sent home at the start of every 
week and be done throughout the 
first 10 weeks of the school year.



Reading Homework

● Students should be reading 20 minutes every 
night.

● A reading log will begin coming home starting in 
Quarter 2 (beginning of November).

● Students should record the book they are 
reading, and will then answer a short question 
based on the standards we are working on in the 
classroom.

● If your child does not have a book at home that 
they can use for the specific question/standard, 
then they can get one from their classroom 
library or the school media center.



Math Homework

● Starts today, September 11th
● Students will be given homework on 

the first day of the school week, and 
will turn in their homework on Friday.

● Homework will be a review of the 
standards students are learning in the 
classroom, so they should be able to 
complete it independently.

● Math homework will be given based 
on the student’s math instructional 
level.



Grades

Students begin earning letter 
grades in 3rd grade.

● Quarter grade will be determined by 

percentage of points earned.

● Assignments will be based on points.

● Grades will be given based on 

assignments and anecdotal notes.

● Monitor grades on Canvas-no progress 

reports given.

A 90 - 100% Outstanding 
Level

B 80 - 89% High Level

C 70 - 79% Satisfactory 
Level

D 60 - 69% Low Level

E ≤ 59% Failure

** NOTE: Your child’s grade on Canvas may 
be slightly different due to anecdotal notes 
and classroom observations.**



Learning Behaviors

1 – Outstanding 2 – Satisfactory 3 – Needs Improvement 
 Effort Code



Learning Behaviors



• MCAP (Maryland Comprehensive 
Assessment Program) 

• MAP (or Measures of Academic 
Progress)

• CogAT (Cognitive Abilities Test)

• DIBELS (Dynamic Indicators of Basic 
Early Literacy Skills)

**NOTE: PLEASE MAKE SURE YOUR CHILD 
HAS HEADPHONES FOR TESTING!

Assessments in Third Grade



Extracurriculars



Extracurriculars 
Orchestra

• Students may play violin, viola, or cello this 

year.

• Students will have two 30 minute lessons 

per week. 

• Students are “pulled” from other classes 

like Related Arts, Recess, Content, Math, 

and ELA.

• Students should practice at home 4-5 

nights per week for 5-15 minutes (fewer 

minutes in the beginning and more as they 

progress).

• Students will participate in Winter and 

Spring concerts.

GT
• Students may choose to take part in GT 

Seminars.

• Students usually will have a 30 minute 

lesson once a week during recess

• Parent Permission required to join or drop

• More information on the programs to 

come

• Some students will be asked to be a part of CEU

• This digs deeper into our content 

curriculum

• Students will be pulled during content

• Additional homework is usually required for 

these programs



Making Up Work

• Students are may be pulled during ELA or Content in order to take part 

in extracurriculars

• If a student misses classroom instruction due to GT Seminar or 

Orchestra, they will be required to make up any work that they 

miss. 

• This is because seminar and orchestra are electives

• If a student misses classroom instruction due to CEU, Reading 

Support, ESOL Support, Special Education Support, or Guidance 

support, then they will be excused from any work that they miss.



Field Trips
We will be taking two field trips this year. Permission slips and information 

will come out about 3-4 weeks in advance. Each field trip will be about 

20-30 dollars each. 

Chaperones will have an additional fee and forms to complete. There are 

usually about 4 chaperones per class. 

We will let you know if you are selected. 

Tentative Dates for Trips:

● Tuesday, November 7th- BMI

● Thursday, March 21st- SkateZone



Conference Check-In
Often times, parents like to check in with their 

child’s teacher at the beginning of the year to see 

how they have adjusted to their new grade.

Instead of doing this tonight, we are going to be 

offering a 10 minute check in conference if you 

wish to have one. These can be done on the 

phone or via GoogleMeet.

You will get an email with a link where you can 

sign up for a conference if you are interested.



Questions?



THANK YOU for Coming!

We look forward to a FABULOUS year together!


